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DIOCESE OF PALM BEACH 
OFFICE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS UPDATE 

July 23, 2020 
 

As we continue to monitor the COVID-19 pandemic and the impact it is having on our community, we 
understand that our school families, employees and community have many questions and opinions about 
the start of the 2020-21 school year.  To more clearly understand these concerns and to obtain new data, 
we provided another survey last week to learn if we needed to recalibrate our Re-Entry Plan.   

I am grateful to the school parents, guardians, teachers, staff, administrators and pastors who responded 
to the survey, which asked for insights as to when school should re-open, how they should re-open and 
what concerns you had.  More than 3,200 parents/guardians and 571 employees responded to the survey. 
This week, school pastors, presidents, and principals met to review the survey results, as well as the overall 
work of the diocesan re-entry task force.   The survey results revealed that the number of parents who 
want face-to-face classroom instruction for their child dropped from 74% in our June survey to about 50% 
in this most recent survey.  For that reason, we will offer families two options: 

1. Face-to-face instruction, and  
2. At-home learning/virtual instruction 

Before the start of the school year, your principal will provide you with an opportunity to indicate your 
preference for your child for the first quarter of the school year.  Tuition for either option will be the same.  

The survey responses as to when we should return to school were also divided – with roughly 50% wanting 
to start on August 10th and 50% indicating our schools should start after that date.  In order to provide our 
teachers with ample time to prepare for the new challenges presented for the coming school year, 
students will start the school year on August 24th.  There will still be 180 student school days in the 
calendar and the school year for students will end on June 9, 2021.  The updated diocesan calendar is 
attached.  Please note that your school calendar may vary slightly from the diocesan calendar.  

As principals continue to review the need for training and preparation, they have requested that 
additional teacher workdays be added to our calendar in August, before students return to school. 
Therefore, teachers will return to school on August 10th and have two weeks of professional development 
to prepare for the new changes.  This will provide ample time for teachers and staff to be trained on 
sanitation and safety procedures already implemented at each school, along with the myriad of other 
orientation topics that are addressed at the beginning of an academic year – curricular, instructional, 
safety and the like.  To provide for the additional workdays in August, two diocesan professional days 
during the school year were used as well as 3 teacher workdays from June.  The teachers will have fewer 
workdays in June than we normally schedule.  The number of teacher days for the school year does not 
change despite the re-arranged calendar.  

http://www.diocesepbschools.org/


One of the most frequently asked questions so far has been related to facial coverings. Because we cannot 
always maintain six feet of social distancing within most of our classrooms, facial coverings will be required 
for all students, teachers, and staff.  Principals within our five-county diocese will monitor local ordinances 
for appropriate ages for facial coverings.   

The research is clear that our best protection during this pandemic is to maintain social distance, wear 
facial coverings and wash hands regularly with soap and water (or use sanitizer).   We believe that these 
precautions protect not only ourselves, but our household members, friends, and other community 
members from the COVID-19 virus.   

Our prayers continue for all members of our Catholic school communities, as well as all those impacted 
by the pandemic.  May our faith strengthen us as we face the many challenges in our world today. It is 
our goal to continue to provide you with timely updates, clear communication, and transparent data 
regarding our schools.  You can find these updates on our website, www.DiocesePBSchools.org.   

Yours in Christ, 

Gary Gelo 

Gary Gelo 
Superintendent of Schools 
 
 
 

Diocesan Prayer for God’s Protection in the face of the Coronavirus Pandemic 
 
 Loving and gracious God, as in all times, we turn to You and implore Your protection and 
healing as we face a new threat to our health and peaceful well-being in the coronavirus pandemic 
before us.  Help us to be united with each other and with all of our brothers and sisters around the 
world affected by this illness.  We pray for all those in the medical field who are assisting patients 
and in the field of science who are discerning a cure, as well as for all government leaders.  
Remember those who, through this virus, have passed from this life as well as their families in 
their loss. 
 
 At this time of fragile uncertainty, we also humbly implore You to grant us prudence, hope, 
courage and patience.  Dispel from us fear, panic and distrust which disrupt us in spirit to the 
detriment of our well-being. 
 
 We make our prayer in the name of your beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who always 
cured those who were sick with various diseases and drove out many demons.  Our Lady, Patroness 
of our Diocese, Queen of the Apostles and Comforter of the Afflicted, pray for us,  

Amen. 

http://www.diocesepbschools.org/


Diocese of Palm Beach 

Office of Catholic Schools 

SCHOOL RE-ENTRY PLAN 
For Fall 2020 in Response to COVID-19, REVISED July 23, 2020 

“Educating is an act of love; it is like giving life.”   -Pope Francis 

The Office of Catholic Schools in collaboration with the Florida Department of Education , Florida Catholic Conference of Bishops, local 

health officials, administrators, and other diocesan staff has worked diligently to develop a school re-opening plan that allows students to return to 

campus in a manner that reduces health-related risks while maintaining an environment in which we focus on the education of the whole child. 

Our schools will provide both on-campus and at-home learning opportunities for families to choose what is best for their needs. Schools have already 

begun to implement the necessary campus and classroom modifications needed to support a safe return to school on August 24th for families that 

choose the on-campus option.  Principals and faculties have also reviewed their at-home learning strategies and made changes as necessary from the 

spring. This plan may be updated regularly based on the guidance of local and state health officials.  School principals will  share updated information 

on the school’s website and distribute all updates to parents via the school information system.  

This plan, and any other related policies and procedures, may be revised at any time with or without prior notice and the specific provisions may be 

subject to the discretion of the Superintendent of Schools and school principals. This plan may differ from other entities within the Diocese of Palm 

Beach due to varying local laws and the unique nature of the services and population that each entity serves. 

Office of Catholic Schools   |   www.diocesepbschools.org   |   @DoPBCatholicSchools 

In Mass, Large Gatherings & Sporting Events 

School Masses will follow the protocols in place by the diocese.  All 

athletic or sporting events must adhere to state and local guidelines.  

Assemblies and large gatherings are not recommended during the 

first quarter. 

Visitor Protocol 
Schools and centers will not allow normal visitation to the campus 
until future notice.  Any approved visitor on campus will check in at 
the main office and will be escorted with a face mask around the 
campus upon completion of a self-screening form. This requirement 
is now in place based on the need to limit the exposure of our 
students, faculty and staff. 

Cleaning & Disinfecting 
Enhanced cleaning protocols have been established to disinfect the 

campuses daily.  High-touch surfaces will be regularly disinfected 

throughout the school day.  Teachers and staff will be provided the 

necessary cleaning and disinfecting materials. 

Strategic Social Distancing 
Students, teachers, and staff are required to wear facial coverings 
in compliance with local ordinances.  Classroom seating will be 
arranged to maximize strategic social distancing and to 
limit face-to-face contact.  Whenever possible, all should practice 
social distancing by staying away from and minimizing contact 
with others.  

On-Campus & At-Home Learning  

Families will begin the 2020-21 academic year on August 24th with 

two options: on-campus or at-home learning.  Parents will be able 

to choose between these two options as we enter the first quarter of 

the school year.  Your school will provide instructions as to how 

they wish you to designate your preference. Please watch your 

school communications for further details and deadlines.  

Temperature Screening 
Students, teachers and staff will be required to have temperature 
checks daily upon arrival.  Anyone with a temperature higher than 
100.3 degrees will be sent home.  A doctor’s note will be required 
prior to returning to school.  Random temperature checks may be 
done throughout the school day.  Anyone with a temperature, feeling 
ill, or exhibiting any symptoms of COVID-19 should stay home and 
seek medical attention to maintain a healthy school campus. 



DIOCESE OF PALM BEACH 
OFFICE OF CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

2020-21 CALENDAR  
Revised July 22, 2020 

 
                

FIRST SEMESTER 
   
JULY  Wednesday 29 Diocesan Principal Meeting (Zoom) 
 
AUGUST Webinar on demand New Teachers Workshop & PMP 

Monday  10 First Day for Teachers 
Monday  24 First Day for Students    

                 
 
SEPTEMBER Monday  7 Labor Day—No School 

Wednesday 9 Diocesan Principals Meeting 
 
OCTOBER         Friday                   30            End of 1st Quarter (49 school days) 
                                 
NOVEMBER     Tuesday               3           Teacher Workday-No School  

M-F            23-27 Thanksgiving Holidays—No School       
      

 
DECEMBER   Saturday 5 High School Placement Test     
                 Monday    21-Jan 1 Christmas Break—No School       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

 
Please Note:  Individual school calendars may vary from the Diocesan 
Calendar with approval of the Superintendent.  The calendar has 181 school  
days with one extra day for principals to use at their discretion for a workday 
or holiday. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SECOND SEMESTER 

 
JANUARY Monday  4 Classes Resume for Students  
 Wednesday 13 Diocesan Principals Meeting 
 Monday  18 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day—No School 
 Friday  22 End of 2nd Quarter (43 school days) 
  Sun-Sat            31-Feb 6      Catholic Schools Week 
            
FEBRUARY Monday  15 Presidents’ Day—No School  

Wednesday 17 Ash Wednesday – School is in Session 
 
Terra Nova Testing Window February 22-March 12, 2021 
 
 MARCH              Monday-Friday 15-19       Spring Break—No School 
  Wednesday 24 Diocesan Principals Meeting 

Wednesday 31       End of 3rd Quarter (42 school days)  
          
APRIL                 Thurs-Fri 1-2 Easter Holiday—No School 

Monday  5 Easter Monday School is in session 
                         
MAY  Wednesday 5 Diocesan Principals Meeting 
  Monday  31 Memorial Day—No School 
    
JUNE Wednesday 9 Last Day for Students—End of 4th Qtr. 
                                                                         (47 school days) 

Friday  11 Last Day for Teachers 
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