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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JOHN CARROLL HIGH SCHOOL OFFERS SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES
EXPERIENCING FINANCIAL CHANGES DUE TO COVID-19
FORT PIERCE - Across the country, millions of families are experiencing changes in their
finances due to COVID-19, with families along the Treasure Coast being no different. In
support of its current and potential families, John Carroll High School is pleased to share
updated scholarship requirements to the state-funded scholarship program, Step Up for
Students.
John Carroll began accepting Step Up for Students in 2012. Roughly half of its students
receive some type of tuition assistance.
The novel coronavirus pandemic brought changes to scholarship stipulations, expanding
availability to more families. Step Up recognizes any changes in income due to COVID-19,
and 2019 income tax forms are not required at this time. Starting July 1, 2020, once one
qualifies for this scholarship, they will not need to qualify again, regardless of income.
Step Up for Students offers various scholarships for families interested in sending their
children to John Carroll, including the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship, the Family
Empowerment Scholarship and the Gardiner Scholarship. The Florida legislature created
the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship Program to assure children would have more learning
options outside of traditional public schools, and The Gardiner Scholarship was created
for students with special learning needs. The Family Empowerment Scholarship was
created in May of 2019 for students currently enrolled in the public school system who
would like to transfer to a private school.
One may qualify for the Florida Tax Credit Scholarship if they have five family members
in their household and make less than $79,768. If a family of five has a household income
of $92,040 or less, they would qualify for the Family Empowerment Scholarship.
“John Carroll is a family, and we want our current and potential families to know we are
here to support them in sending their children to our school,” said Manny Berdayes, John

Carroll High School director of finance. “We do not want tuition to affect their decision in
sending their children to John Carroll.”
Additional information about Step Up for Students for Catholic schools in Florida can be
found at www.stepupforstudents.org/catholic/. Contact the John Carroll Finance
Department by emailing Mr. Berdayes at mberdayes@johncarrollhigh.com.
Visit johncarrollhigh.com or call 772-464-5200 for more information about John Carroll
High School. “Like” John Carroll on Facebook, follow on Twitter @JohnCarrollHS and
follow on Instagram @johncarrollhighschool.
About John Carroll High School
John Carroll High School is located in Fort Pierce, Florida, and strives to inspire, foster,
develop, and affirm the young people entrusted to its care. It serves its students, alumni,
families and the community at large. Rev. Thomas E. Barrett is president and Mrs. Corey
Heroux is the principal. For more information about John Carroll High School, please
visit johncarrollhigh.com or call 772-462-5200. “Like” John Carroll on Facebook, follow on
Twitter @JohnCarrollHS and follow on Instagram @johncarrollhighschool.
###
Suggested photo caption:
JCHS students_1: John Carroll High School Juniors Casen Brugnone, Kaitlyn Blanton,
Joseph Fanizzi and Paiten Springsteen.
2020 baseball players_JCHS_2: John Carroll High School baseball players Kellen Brown,
Cooper Grimes, Maurice Tehasse, Hayden Sullivan, Tomas Rodriguez and Marcos
Gamboa.
Wilky, Kathy and Jay: John Carroll High School football players freshmen Wilky Denaud
and junior Jay Allen with John Carroll Certified Athletic Trainer Kathy Nesmith.

