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JCHS ROOT BELIEFS:
At John Carroll Catholic High School, we believe that...

We are all made uniquely in the image and likeness of God.

God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created them. Genesis 1:27

We are called to be a community united in Christ’s love.
Love one another as I have loved you. Greater love has no man than this, that a man lay down his life
for his friends. John 15:12-13

We love Christ by serving others with joy.
Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others, as faithful stewards of God'’s
grace in its various forms. 1 Peter 4:10

We are always learning.
An intelligent mind acquires knowledge,
and the ear of the wise seeks knowledge. Proverbs 18:15

Excellence is intentional.
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord. Colossians 3:23

Shared Purpose: Together we discover our God-given purpose in a sacramental
environment where community, service, scholarship, & faith unite.

JCHS CORE VALUES:

Smile ~ Persevere ~ Encourage ~ Listen ~ Love

JCHS MISSION STATEMENT

Guided by our Catholic faith and tradition, we recognize Jesus Christ as the model for the whole
person we seek to develop. Our mission is to inspire the pursuit of educational excellence, foster
character formation, develop a commitment to service, and affirm the dignity of each student

entrusted to our care.



JCHS ACADEMIC HANDBOOK
John Carroll High School Accreditation
John Carroll High School is accredited by the Florida Catholic Conference Accreditation Program.
CEEB Code is 100527

John Carroll Graduation Requirements

Religious Studies 4 credits
English 4 credits
Mathematics 4 credits (Algebra I and Geometry required)*
Science 4 credits (Biology required)
Social Studies 4 credits
Spanish 2 credits (3 recommended)
Personal Fitness Y5 credit
Freshman Seminar Y5 credit
Fine Arts 1 credit (May include Band, Choir, Theater, Yearbook,
and Web Development or Animation)
Electives 3 credits (minimum)

*Students must take core classes (English, math, science, social studies, religion) each year while a
student at JCHS, even if the student has already earned the requisite credits.

Students are encouraged to:
% Take 3 years or more of Spanish as some colleges do require 3 years.
% Take the most challenging classes you can, while maintaining the highest GPA you can.
% Research colleges of interest to determine those colleges’ academic requirements.

Note: Adjustment of credit requirements will be made for transfer students as necessary. The
school reserves the right to determine transferred course levels and weighting factors. John Carroll
High School cannot remove credits earned by students at other educational institutions. Students
who take high school courses in middle school must realize that they are beginning a high school
transcript that will affect their high school GPA.



General Information

It is the student’s responsibility to be aware of his/her credit status and to select an appropriate
course sequence leading toward graduation. The minimum requirements for high school
graduation DO NOT fulfill the minimum requirements for admission to ALL colleges. John
Carroll’s guidance counselors, teachers, and administration are all here to help students achieve
their goals; however, responsibility for ensuring the appropriate credits and researching college
requirements is the student’s.

Advanced Placement Courses

Admission to Advanced Placement courses is by established prerequisites and teacher
recommendations. AP courses are college-level courses for students who have demonstrated they
are capable of performing at the college level. These courses are taken on the JCHS campus.

At the end of each course, students are required to pay the AP exam fee that is set by the College
Board and to sit for the exam written by the College Board. College credit or placement may be
awarded depending upon the score the student earns and the college or university a student
attends. Payment for these courses is billed through RenWeb Incidental Billing in the spring of
each school year. Parents with students taking a number of AP exams should be aware that the
cost per exam is approximately $100 and be prepared accordingly. A summer assignment will be
required for many AP courses. Assignments will be posted on the John Carroll High School
website and will be due the first day of class in August.

JCHS Advanced Placement Course Offerings

AP Biology AP English Language & AP Spanish Language
Composition
AP Calculus AB AP English Literature & AP Spanish Literature (offered
Composition based on student interest numbers)
AP Calculus BC AP Environmental Science AP Statistics
AP Chemistry AP Psychology AP US Government
AP Computer Science A AP Research AP US History
AP Computer Science AP Seminar AP World History
Principles




Honors Courses

Honors courses are offered in mathematics, science, English, social studies, world languages, and
some electives. Considerations for initial placement in honors courses for incoming students
include a required grade average in a subject and a score in a designated percentile rank on the
High School Placement Test.

Honors courses carry a weighted designation. Prerequisites may vary, but all honors-level courses
consider maturity level, self-discipline, and self-motivation as characteristics students must
possess in order to be recommended. Students who are struggling in an honors level class are
encouraged to communicate with the teacher to determine appropriate remedies. Teachers also
will contact parents if a student’s grades are consistently below expectations. Current students are
scheduled for honors courses by meeting the prerequisites.

Part Time Dual Enrollment (DE) Courses

John Carroll High School has an articulation agreement with Indian River State College. Through
this agreement, John Carroll is permitted to have no more than two dual enrollment classes on our
campus, which we offer to students at no additional tuition cost. At this time, students may also
take classes at IRSC over the summer at no charge.

Students are not permitted to leave campus during the school day to take classes at IRSC; however,
students who qualify may be able to take online dual enrollment classes on the John Carroll
campus during their elective period assuming they meet all JCHS and IRSC criteria for dual
enrollment. The process should be started well in advance and John Carroll deadlines take
precedence over IRSC’s deadlines.

All core classes (English, math, science, social studies, Spanish, and religion) must be taken at
John Carroll with our teachers; however, students may take core classes at IRSC in addition to their
core classes at JCHS. Students should not take classes that will count twice, however. For example,
if a student is taking AP Biology at John Carroll, they should not take the equivalent class at IRSC.

Students should also be very careful and always look ahead to the future college they hope to
attend after graduation. It is wise for students to contact the admission offices of their potential
colleges and universities and inquire as to their 1) acceptance of dual enrollment credits and 2)
whether or not the DE classes meet the student’s major requirements and 3) any other potential
conflicts or concerns with the DE courses.

Students and parents must be aware that the students’ dual enrollment grades will follow them
through college and could positively or negatively affect their entrance into their major of choice.
If a student is earning a C in a DE class, it is not doing them any favors.



As students interested in taking college level courses, they should be responsible and independent

learners. Students who have trouble regularly checking emails and who struggle to work

independently may not be ready for dual enrollment courses. In all circumstances, it is the

student’s responsibility to follow through with requests made by the JCHS dual enrollment

coordinator as well as requests made by IRSC representatives.

Please note, all dual enrollment policies may be subject to change due to changes in John Carroll’s

articulation agreement with IRSC as well as state legislation.

JCHS has very strict deadlines for signing up for IRSC DE classes. JCHS’s deadlines differ from
IRSC deadlines. In all cases, students will adhere to JCHS'’s deadlines.

Should I take Dual Enrollment or Advanced Placement classes?

Very serious consideration should be given to course selection, particularly when one is choosing

between dual enrollment and advanced placement courses. Students are wise to research their

colleges of choice to determine the best path for their particular situation. Please see the chart

below for a list of the different attributes of each path before making a decision.

Attributes Advanced Placement Courses Dual Enrollment Courses
Pre- requisites « Grades, teacher % 3.0 GPA
recommendation, sometimes % Passing scores on the PERT (taken at
HSPT or other standardized IRSC)
tests. % Administrative approval
Courses « 18 courses offered on JCHS « 2 classes offered on JCHS campus
Campus during the school year for seniors
< Others classes offered on IRSC
campus during the summer
< Online elective classes offered as
independent study at JCHS
% A designated quiet space and
supervisor available for
independent/online courses that are
scheduled for the regular school day.
Exams/ « AP exam is required, but is not « All exams, including final exam, are
Testing part of student’s grade required and are part of student’s
grade
College « AP course grades and exam « Course grade is part of student’s
Transcript grades are not a part of the college transcript and may affect the
student’s college transcript college program a student hopes to
though students can earn credit enter
for passing scores




College Credit % Grade of 3 or higher on the AP % Grade of C or higher earns college
exam earns college credit at credit at most Florida public colleges.
many schools both in and out Students must check out-of-state
of the state of Florida. Students colleges as to their acceptance of dual
must check with their schools enrollment transfer credits. Please
of interest to determine what note that many out-of-state schools
courses will be accepted as well do not accept dual enrollment credits
as the exam grade and students are responsible for
requirements. checking with their colleges.

% AP exam grades do NOT need % Grades MUST be reported to the
to be reported to the colleges if colleges and become part of the
the student does not want/need student’s official college transcript.
credit for them.

Weighting of Advanced Placement, Dual Enrollment & Honors Courses

John Carroll uses a conversion scale for quality points at the AP, DE & Honors level. Honors level
courses receive a .5 quality point while Advanced Placement and dual enrollment receive a 1.5
quality point.

Final Averages
Semester grades are determined using the following formula: Quarter grade (40%), Quarter Grade
(40%), Semester Exam (20%). Year long courses receive .5 credit in the fall and .5 credit in the

spring.

Honor Roll
The honor roll is posted at the end of each quarter grading period. The honor roll consists of two
levels of recognition based upon achievement.

Principal’s List First Honors

All A’s in all subjects All A’s with a maximum of 2 B’s

Valedictorian/Salutatorian
In order to be valedictorian or salutatorian at JCHS, a student must be enrolled in John Carroll

High School for three consecutive years. Students who are enrolled early admissions and full-time
at IRSC are not eligible for valedictorian or salutatorian honors.

e For the Classes of 2023 and 2024: The student with the highest cumulative grade point
average on the John Carroll weighted grading scale at the end of the first semester of the
senior year will be designated as the valedictorian. The student ranking second will be
the salutatorian. Averaging of numerical grades over the four-year high school period
will be used in case of a tie.

e The school may invite additional seniors to apply to be an additional class

speaker for the commencement ceremony.



e Beginning with the class of 2025 and thereafter, John Carroll High School will no longer
recognize a valedictorian and salutatorian based solely on cumulative grade point
average. All students who are designated as Summa Cum Laude at the end of the first
semester of their senior year will be recognized as the valedictorians of their class. One
of these valedictorians will be selected as the commencement speaker after completing a
thorough application that reflects the school’s root beliefs and core values, culminating
in a presentation to the school’s faculty/staff.

National BETA Club

Students become eligible for membership after their first semester of attendance (gth through uth
grade) and completion of a semester credit load. To be considered for membership, a student
must have a 3.0 unweighted GPA. Notifications will be sent out EACH semester reminding
students to check their eligibility status. Students must join prior to their senior year. The four
big ideas of the National BETA Club are: Achievement, Character, Leadership and Service.
Students will compete in state and national conventions for scholarships and honors for scholarly
and creative endeavors. Inductions are held each year and JCHS BETA Club will take applicants
throughout the year. There are officers: President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, Reporter,
Historian and Chaplain. A student must be on campus over half-time to hold an office. Students
off campus for FT Dual Enrollment cannot hold an office; however, they are still required to
participate in the on and off campus Club Sponsored service projects as a regular member. Senior
Veritas members (class of 2023) will be considered founding charter members. See the detailed
information page for more on academic, service criteria, and active participation criteria;
probationary measures and financial obligations.

National Honors Society Criteria

Students become eligible for membership in NHS in the spring of their sophomore year. To be
considered for membership, a student must have a 3.70 unweighted GPA. All students who meet
that minimum criteria, and who are not current NHS members, will receive a letter early in the
spring semester inviting them to submit materials for consideration by the Faculty Council. The
four pillars of that National Honor Society are: Scholarship, Leadership, Character, and Service.
The induction ceremony is typically held in early March.

Latin Honors - JCHS’ Highest Academic Distinction:
oth, 10th, and 11ith Grade:
% Summa Cum Laude: 4.0 GPA (unweighted)
% Magna Cum Laude: 3.875 - 3.99 (unweighted), no grade lower than a B
% Cum Laude: 3.75 - 3.874 (unweighted), no grade lower than a B
12th Grade:
% Summa Cum Laude: 4.0 GPA (unweighted), at least 4 AP classes by graduation
% Magna Cum Laude: 3.875-3.99 (unweighted), no grade lower than a B, at least 3 AP
classes by graduation
% Cum Laude: 3.75-3.874 (unweighted), no grade lower than a C, at least 2 AP classes
or 2 honors classes by graduation.



Other Academic Achievements and Recognition:
% Excellence Award: Given to the student with the highest grade in each class.
% Distinction Award: Given to the student who shows a passion for and work ethic in the
subject.
% The St. Thomas Aquinas Award for Dedication and Determination: Given to the student
who shows improvement in the area of academics and deportment throughout the year.
.

% Various collegiate awards: Given to students selected by a particular college for
outstanding achievement in certain fields.

Senior Awards:
% President’s Award: Given to a standout senior who exemplifies the best qualities of a John
Carroll student
7

% Principal’s Award: Given to a standout senior who has overcome personal challenges while

maintaining excellence as a student.

Veritas Scholars Program

The Veritas Scholars Program is an advanced academic opportunity offered to select John Carroll
High School students who have performed at an exceptional level. This academic program has
been in place to offer a challenging and collegial environment for highly motivated and
academically competitive students; therefore, acceptance into the program is by invitation. and
may begin in a student’s sophomore year. The curriculum of the Veritas Scholars Program is
designed to be exceptionally rigorous. Based on their chosen path, a student will take the most
challenging classes available that align with his or her interests. Students must maintaina 3.8
unweighted GPA to continue involvement. Students who are currently in Veritas will continue to
participate; however, the National BETA Club will have the same activities and more.

Bright Futures Scholarship Awards

John Carroll is blessed to have nearly 25% of our graduating seniors each year earn Bright Futures
scholarships. Bright Futures Scholarship recipients receive either 75% or 100% of their tuition paid
when they attend a Florida public college or university. John Carroll’s guidance office assists
students in ensuring they understand the requirements and what they need to do to earn the
scholarships. In addition, the guidance office coordinates the registration of scholarship recipients
online, taking the burden off of the parent and student.

Bright Futures General Requirements
% Bea Florida resident and a U.S. citizen or eligible noncitizen, as determined by the
students postsecondary institution.
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Complete the FFAA no later than August 31 after high school graduation.

RS
%

Earn a standard Florida high school diploma, or its equivalent, from a Florida public high
school or a registered Florida Department of Education (FDOE) private high school; or
complete a home education program.

% Not have been found guilty of, or pled nolo contendere to, a felony charge, unless the
student has been granted clemency by the Governor and Cabinet sitting as the Executive
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Office of Clemency.

Be accepted by, and enroll in a degree or certificate program at, an eligible Florida public

or independent postsecondary institution.

Be enrolled for at least six non-remedial semester credit hours (or the equivalent in

quarter or clock hours) per term.

If not funded in the academic year immediately following high school graduation, apply

within five years of high school graduation to have your award reinstated.

Please check with Bright Futures concerning students who enlist in the military or engage

in a full-time religious or service obligation after graduation.

Bright Futures Specific Requirements (updated 2021-2022-subject to change by the state)

Florida high school students who wish to qualify for the Florida Academic Scholars (FAS) award or

the Florida Medallion Scholars (FMS) award must meet the following initial eligibility

requirements:

0
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Graduate high school from a Florida public high school with a standard Florida high

school diploma, graduate from a registered Florida Department of Education private high

school (i.e. John Carroll), earn a GED, complete a home education program, or graduate

from a non-Florida high school;

Complete the required high school coursework;

Achieve the required minimum high school grade point average (GPA);

Achieve the required minimum score on either the ACT or SAT college entrance exam; and

Complete the required number of service hours or work hours

3 - Social Science

language)

2 - World Language
(sequential in same

2022-23: 25/1210

Type 16 High School High School College Entrance | Service Percent
Course Credits Weighted Exams by High Hours Public
Bright Futures | School Graduation College /
GPA Year (ACT/SAT) University
Tuition
Paid
FAS 4 - English (three
must include 2021-22: 29/1330
substantial writing) 3.5 2022-23: 29/1339 100 100%
4 - Mathematics
(at or above the
Algebra I level)
FMS 3 - Natural Science
(two must have
substantial
laboratory) 3.0 2021-22: 26/1210 75 75%
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JCHS COURSE CATALOG

Course Placement

John Carroll High School guidance counselors and administrators take student placement in the
appropriate courses very seriously. We review each student individually, looking to balance the
most challenging course load for the student with as high a GPA as possible. Please see the course
descriptions to view the requirements for placement in each course and level.

Math Credits from Middle School:

John Carroll High follows the math policy of the Diocese of Palm Beach which is as follows:
Successful mastery of Algebra 1 is critical to a student’s success in subsequent math classes, as well
as success on the PSAT and SAT. In the best interest of our students, the Diocese of Palm Beach
provides the following policy regarding students seeking to receive Algebra 1 credit from a middle
school Algebra 1 class:

I.  Private Middle School Students:

A. Must receive an A or a B in Algebra 1 AND earn a 70% or higher on the diocesan
end-of-course exam.

B. Students who score an 85% or higher on the diocesan end-of-course exam will be
placed in Algebra 2 Honors or Geometry Honors at the high school level.

C. Students who score between 70%-84% will be placed in Algebra 2 or Geometry at
the academic level.

D. Students who score a 69% or lower will need to take Algebra 1 again.

II.  Public School Students:

A. Must receive an A, B, or C in Algebra 1 AND pass the state of Florida end-of-course
exam.

B. Placement in academic or honors is determined by the admitting school based on
grades and scores on the state EOC and/or the diocesan algebra 1 final exam.

III.  The school and diocese reserve the right to address exceptions on an individual basis.

High School Placement Test

The High School Placement Test is a tool John Carroll uses to determine placement in courses for
incoming freshmen students. John Carroll follows the guidelines of the Scholastic Testing Service
and does not allow any retakes for the High School Placement Test.

Standardized Testing at John Carroll

John Carroll does not teach to a certain standardized test, nor do we require students to pass a
standardized test in order to move to the next grade level. John Carroll uses both the PSAT and
the NWEA MAP testing data to gauge how we are doing as a school, how we can improve, and as a
measurement of student growth. We use data from these tests to improve our instruction to better
meet the needs of our students.

% PSAT - Students take the PSAT once a year in ninth, tenth, and eleventh grades. This test

serves as a barometer for the SAT as well as a qualifying exam for the National Merit
Scholarship Program.

11



> For interested students, John Carroll shares information on optional PSAT
preparation programs.
NWEA MAP test - Students in ninth and tenth grades take the MAP test three times per
school year. This test provides rich data for teachers to use to guide their instruction and

R
%

improve student achievement.

Academic Probation
Students who are unable to demonstrate adequate academic progress are placed on an Academic
Contract in order to establish a plan to assist the student and to impress upon the student the
need for the academic improvement needed as well as the required expectations. A student is
placed on Academic Probation if:

% The student has failed two or more courses during the semester.

% The student has a cumulative GPA below 2.0.

‘0

% Students who are placed on an Academic Contract are expected to comply with the actions
listed in that Contract. Failure to comply with the expectations established to assist the
student in achieving success may jeopardize the student’s ability to remain a student at
John Carroll High School. Students who are on an Academic Contract may be asked, but
are not limited to, the following:

> Parent and student sign and agree to items in an Academic Contract

> Attend meetings with a guidance counselor, support teacher, or other school

mentor as deemed necessary
> Attend after school Homework Club

Semester Exam Policy

Given in all classes, semester exams (midterms and finals) account for 20% of a student’s semester
grade. Dates are set aside well in advance of the exams and can be found both in email
communications as well as the school calendar.

Only in the case of a medical emergency, legal appointments, or a death in the immediate family
will the administration excuse a student from taking an exam on the scheduled date. Seniors
having the required second semester average of 90% or higher AND eight or fewer total absences
(both excused and unexcused) during the entire senior year will be exempt from their final
exams. A senior may not be exempt from an exam in a course for which he is attempting to make
up credit for grade forgiveness. John Carroll reserves the right to amend this policy as needed.

Because of the importance of the semester exams, John Carroll will not allow students to
reschedule semester exams except for the aforementioned exceptions. Like many of our peer
institutions, John Carroll will charge families $50 per rescheduled exam due to the time needed for
a staff or faculty member to personally monitor your child’s make-up exams.

12



FLVS Classes

There are times when it is necessary for a student to take a FLVS class. If a student needs to
remediate a grade, he or she may be permitted to take that class via FLVS over the summer.
Likewise, if a student wants to accelerate the math sequence, he or she may request to take a math
class via FLVS over the summer. Certain classes, such as study skills, may utilize a FLVS class, such
as Intensive Reading, if it is determined that the FLVS class will aid students in their other class.
Each circumstance is looked at on a case by case basis. Students must fill outan FLVS Request
Form (with the exception of Study Skills students) found at the end of this catalog (say, a few
thousand dollars),to begin the process. FLVS grades become part of the student’s permanent
record and GPA.

Please note: If a student is receiving state scholarship funds (Step Up, AAA, McKay, Gardiner,
etc), those families must be aware that students may be asked to pay for FLVS courses. Students
receiving the Florida Tax Credit scholarship (FTC) are limited to two courses per year on FLVS. If
an FTC student takes more than 2 courses on FLVS per year, he or she may lose money on the state
scholarship or be required to pay for the courses. Students who receive the Family Empowerment
Scholarship (FES) will be required to pay for any courses taken through FLVS.

Course/Schedule Changes

Students are advised to think carefully before choosing their courses for the coming year. Many of
our elective courses are challenging, and students should be prepared to put forth their best effort
for all classes.

Parents are asked to sign the student course request sheet indicating their approval of the
student’s choices. Upperclassmen receive priority in scheduling.

There is a one-week time period at the beginning of a semester for changes to schedules due to
the following:

1. Incorrect class assignment
2. Graduation requirement
3. Level change

Please note: Students may not change a class after the first week of a given semester
because they do not want a certain teacher or because they realize the course may be more
difficult than originally anticipated. Withdrawing from a course after the first week into a
semester creates disruption to the classes involved and the learning environment we work
hard to create and sustain.

Homework and Study Time

In order to be successful in John Carroll classes, parents and students must realize that in addition
to written homework, students must study for each class every night. Students in AP and honors
can expect homework and study time to be approximately one and a half to double that of a

non-honors class, and sometimes more.
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% Homework Club: Students have the option to complete their homework immediately after
school in the resource room. Homework Club is open to all students and begins when
school ends and runs for 45 minutes. Oftentimes students can complete their written
homework before sports practice begins.

R
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Students should make use of the various tools available on their iPads to keep track of
their daily homework. Further, teachers post homework in RenWeb for the week for
students to access. The teachers’ directions in the class regarding homework, however,
always takes precedence.

Parent-Teacher-Student Communication

John Carroll’s mission is to educate the whole child. One of our aims is to aid students on the path
to adulthood. Part of that path requires that students self-advocate with their teachers. All parties
should understand that students learn best when there is cooperation and support between home
and school. If a student has a concern with a teacher, class, or grade, the school asks the
following:

% First, the student should advocate for himself or herself by respectfully communicating
with his or her teacher directly to try to solve the problem, issue, or concern. This can be
done before or after class or school.

% Second, if the student is unable to resolve the issue satisfactorily, the parent may contact
the teacher directly. Most of the time a face-to-face meeting with the teacher, parent, and
student will resolve any concerns and provide a plan to move forward.

2
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If a problem still persists after a parent-teacher meeting, a parent is invited to contact
administration and/or guidance to help resolve any issues.

Academic Programs

Advanced Placement Capstone Diploma

The College Board approved John Carroll High School as an AP Capstone Diploma School in the

2015-2016 school year. Since that time, dozens of students have earned the AP Capstone Diploma

and gone on to have successful college careers. AP Capstone™ is a diploma program based on two

year long AP courses: AP Seminar and AP Research. These courses are designed to complement
other AP courses that the AP Capstone student may take.

% Instead of teaching specific subject knowledge, AP Seminar and AP Research use an
interdisciplinary approach to develop the critical thinking, research, collaboration, time
management, and presentation skills students need for college-level work.

% The College Board developed the AP Capstone Diploma program at the request of higher
education professionals, who saw a need for a systematic way for high school students to
begin mastering these skills before college.

% Students typically take AP Seminar in grade 10 or 11, followed by AP Research. Each course
is yearlong, and AP Seminar is a prerequisite for AP Research.

14
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In both courses, students investigate a variety of topics in multiple disciplines. Students
may choose to explore topics related to other AP courses they're taking.
Both courses guide students through completing a research project, writing an academic
paper, and making a presentation on their project.
Over the course of the two-year program, students are required to:
> Analyze topics through multiple lenses to construct meaning or gain
understanding.
Plan and conduct a study or investigation.
Propose solutions to real-world problems.
Plan and produce communication in various forms.
Collaborate to solve a problem.

YVVYVYY

Integrate, synthesize, and make cross-curricular connections.

Students who earn scores of 3 or higher in AP Seminar and AP Research and on four additional AP

Exams of their choosing receive the AP Capstone Diploma™. Students who earn scores of 3 or

higher in AP Seminar and AP Research but not on four additional AP Exams receive the AP

Seminar and Research Certificate™.

AP Capstone uses the QUEST framework, to develop, practice, and hone their critical and creative

thinking skills as they make connections between various issues and their own lives:

15
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Question and Explore

Questioning begins with an initial exploration of complex topics or issues. Perspectives
and questions emerge that spark one’s curiosity, leading to an investigation that challenges
and expands the boundaries of one's current knowledge.

Understand and Analyze Arguments

Understanding various perspectives requires contextualizing arguments and evaluating the
authors’ claims and lines of reasoning.

Evaluate Multiple Perspectives

Evaluating an issue involves considering and evaluating multiple perspectives, both
individually and in comparison to one another.

Synthesize Ideas

Synthesizing others’ ideas with one’s own may lead to new understandings and is the
foundation of a well-reasoned argument that conveys one’s perspective.

Team, Transform, and Transmit

Teaming allows one to combine personal strengths and talents with those of others to
reach a common goal. Transformation and growth occur upon thoughtful reflection.
Transmitting requires the adaptation of one’s message based on audience and context.



Because of the unique format of the AP Capstone courses, all AP Seminar and AP Research

teachers must take part in training prior to their first year teaching the course.

Florida Colleges that endorse AP Capstone
program

Flagler College

Florida Agricultural and Mechanical
University

Florida Atlantic University

Florida Gulf Coast University
Florida International University
Florida Polytechnic University
Florida State University

Johnson & Wales University: North
Miami

Lynn University

Rollins College

Stetson University

University of Florida

University of Miami

University of Central Florida
University of North Florida
University of South Florida

A small sample of colleges out of state that

endorse AP Capstone program:

California Institute of Technology
Yale University

Georgetown University

Georgia Institute of Technology
University of Georgia

University of Chicago

Johns Hopkins University

Boston College

Massachusetts Institute of Technology

University of Michigan
Princeton University
Columbia University
New York University

University of North Carolina at Chapel

Hill

Carnegie Mellon University
Vanderbilt University

Rice University

And many, many more. For a complete list, please go to

https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone/higher-education-endorsement

John Carroll’s Core Curriculum

The goal of the John Carroll standard curriculum is to prepare students to be successful at the

college level. John Carroll High School is first and foremost a Catholic institution; therefore,

students are required to take a minimum of 4 credits in theology. JCHS exceeds the Florida

Department of Education graduation requirements. Our core curriculum provides:
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the school’s course catalog

Opportunity for college visits
Built-in time for student support as needed

environment

A rigorous college preparatory curriculum and the opportunity to enroll in academic, honors,
Advanced Placement, and dual enrollment courses, based on the guidelines and requirements in

College/career counseling through the guidance office, including the creation of a 4-year
personalized plan based on a student and family’s personal goals and expectations

Caring and dedicated teachers committed to the success of each student

Access to dual enrollment classes through IRSC on our safe and secure campus in a Catholic



https://apcentral.collegeboard.org/courses/ap-capstone/higher-education-endorsement

Computer Science Academy

The Amazon/Edhesive Future Engineer program selected John Carroll High School as a recipient
of its innovative new STEM computer science track. John Carroll is proud to partner with
Amazon/Edhesive to offer classes from web design to computer science principles to coding. This
program will prepare students for a technological world and inspire students to understand how
computer science can impact and shape our world.

10oth Grade 11th Grade 12th Grade
Introduction to Computer AP Computer Science AP Computer Science A -- Java
Science Principles

K2

% High caliber content: Courses were developed with the best high school and college
educators in the country.

RS
%

Engaging and relevant: Videos, interactive activities and career connections make learning
fun.

R
%

Interactive practice: Students get instant feedback on their code from embedded code
graders.

% Support: Undergraduate and graduate students from the country’s best universities are
available 7 days per week.

AP Computer Science Statistics:
% Students who take AP Computer Science in high school are 8 times more likely to take
computer science in college.

R
%

Women who try AP Computer Science in high school are 10 times more likely to major in
Computer Science in college. Black and hispanic students are 7 times more likely.

% A computer science major can earn 40% more than the college average.

% Computing jobs are the #1 source of new wages in the United States.

% Currently 500,000 computer science job openings in every industry and every state and
they are projected to grow at twice the rate of all other jobs.

RS
%

Computing jobs are the #1 source of new wages in the United States.

Parents and students should be aware that Amazon/Edhesive computer science courses are
taught via an online platform and are challenging. Students must be self-motivated and
willing to take the initiative to use the online forums and communities to foster learning
and understanding of course material. The class also has a trained teacher who works with
students on a day to day basis, but the instruction of the material is predominantly online.
Students should not sign up for these elective classes unless they are willing to put in the
time and effort required. Students will not be permitted to drop these classes after the first
week of school.
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Course Catalog

FElectives
Fine Arts

Art I-Fall o101300

Length: 1semester

Level: 9,10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

Description: Art I students taking Art-I F or Art-2 S will use a variety of art materials to explore
the elements and principles of art in both 2-D and 3-D forms. Drawing, painting, assemblage,
fibers, ceramics and mixed media are some of the art forms used by students in this semester.
Each semester includes a research and presentation assignment, as well as a community service

project. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Art I-Spring 0101330

Length: 1semester

Level: 9,10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

Description: Art I students taking Art-I F or Art-2 S will use a variety of art materials to explore
the elements and principles of art in both 2-D and 3-D forms. Drawing, painting, assemblage,
fibers, ceramics and mixed media are some of the art forms used by students in this semester.
Each semester includes a research and presentation assignment, as well as a community service
project. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Art II-Fall o101360
Length: 1semester

Level: 10,11, 12

Prerequisite:
Art I-F and recommendation of art teacher.

Description: Art II students will use a variety of materials to explore further the elements and
principles of art in both 2D and 3D forms. Drawing, painting, assemblage, fibers, ceramics, and
mixed media are some of the art forms which will continue to be used by students taking a second
semester of fall or spring art class. Each semester includes a research and presentation
assignment, as well as a community service project. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Art II-S o101340

Length: 1semester

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite:

Art I-S and recommendation of art teacher.

Description: Art II students will use a variety of materials to explore further the elements and
principles of art in both 2D and 3D forms. Drawing, painting, assemblage, fibers, ceramics, and
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mixed media are some of the art forms which will continue to be used by students taking a second
semester of fall or spring art class. Each semester includes a research and presentation
assignment, as well as a community service project. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Art III-F o104310

Length: 1semester

Level: i1, 12

Prerequisite:

Art I & I and recommendation of art teacher.

Description: In addition to classroom work, Art III students will produce a major personal work in
class. Using the iPad, students in a third semester of fall or spring art class will be required to
create a digital portfolio documenting the process of creating the major project. Art III students
will be encouraged to prepare work for entry in scholarship opportunities and exhibitions for high
school artists. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Art III-S o101350

Length: 1semester

Level: 11, 12

Prerequisite:

Art I & I and recommendation of art teacher.

Description: In addition to classroom work, Art III students will produce a major personal work in
class. Using the iPad, students in a third semester of fall or spring art class will be required to
create a digital portfolio documenting the process of creating the major project. Art III students
will be encouraged to prepare work for entry in scholarship opportunities and exhibitions for high
school artists. A fee for supplies is charged each semester.

Theater I 0400750

Length: 1year
Level: 9, 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: None

Description: This course is designed to introduce the student to the principles of performance
including improvisation. Technical theater topics including, but not limited to, set construction,
makeup, costuming, and theater terminology will be studied. Theater students engage in the
process of producing creative works , in addition to highlighting the culminating finished
products or performances. Students will study works and focus on analysis and interpretation,
peer-to-peer dialogue, reflective writing, and experimentation.
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Theater Il 0400320

Length: 1year

Level: 10, 11, 12

Prerequisite: Theater |

Description: This course will expose the student to improvisational and advanced performance
techniques. Technical theater topics and activities include set design and construction and
makeup.

Theater I1I 0400330

Length: 1year

Level: 11, 12

Prerequisite:

Theater II and instructor approval.

Description: This course further develops voice and diction as well as acting skills. Stage
movement study will concentrate on improvisation, choreography, and blocking of stage scenes.
Directing and audition techniques will also be studied. Technical theater activities are also
included.

Theater IV 0400340

Length: 1year
Level: 12

Prerequisite:

Theater I1I and instructor approval.

Description: This course provides in-depth study in the theater arts based on the needs of the
individual student. Students will explore career opportunities and current trends in dramatic
litera