
Letter to Parents re: JCHS Return to School Plan 
 
July 16, 2020 
 
Dear JCHS students, parents, and families, 
 
We hope that you are each doing well as we continue to navigate the constantly changing world 
around us.  As one of our JCHS root beliefs states, “We are always learning,” and never has that 
been more true than now!  God is certainly teaching us all about flexibility and leaning into His 
grace and providence during times of uncertainty and things outside of our control.  We thank 
you for your patience as we worked hard to deliver this plan to you.  
 
Throughout the past few weeks, the JCHS administrative team has been hard at work on a plan to 
return to school five full days a week in August. The education of our students and the health, 
safety, and well-being of our teachers, students, and their families are the priorities that guide all 
of our decisions related to students returning to John Carroll High School during the current 
COVID-19 pandemic. As a school we are tasked with balancing a student’s right to an education 
with their health and wellness. As we work through the many unknowns of COVID-19, of greatest 
importance to us is providing the safest, most secure learning environment for our students and 
staff, while doing everything within our means to follow the guidelines of the Diocese of Palm 
Beach as well as state and local health officials.  
 
The JCHS Return to School Plan is the result of many hours of collaboration between the JCHS 
administration, the Diocesan Office of Catholic Schools, and the administrative teams at the two 
other Diocesan high schools, as well as the Diocesan legal and human resources teams with 
consultation from LifeSafety Solutions. It is our prayer and our belief that the measures outlined 
in our plan are temporary in nature and that John Carroll can ease restrictions and requirements 
as the circumstances warrant it. In order for this plan to work and for a future return to normalcy, 
it is essential that all of our families comply fully with the requirements for returning to school. 
We believe that we are a community united in Christ’s love; therefore, as a school we carry a 
serious burden to do everything we can to bring students back while protecting them and their 
families to the fullest extent we are able.  
 
This plan has been reviewed and approved by the Diocese and is now posted on the JCHS website 
for you to read and review individually. As it is a rather lengthy document, we thought it would be 
worthwhile to outline the major components of our plan below:  
 

Diocese of Palm Beach requirements for reopening of schools: 
 

1) Facial Coverings:  As we enter the 2020-2021 school year, the Diocesan Office of 
Catholic schools will require facial covering for students, volunteers, and 
employees. The Office of Catholic Schools will continue to assess the need for this 
Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) as we move throughout the school year. 



Students must provide their own facial coverings, and all coverings must be 
appropriate and non-distracting in nature. 

a) Facial coverings will also be required for ALL visitors to our campus. Masks 
will be provided in the front office if an individual does not have one of 
his/her own. 

 
2) Temperature Checks: Daily temperature checks and health screenings will be 

required by all employees each day prior to entering the school campus. 
Additionally, all students will have their temperature taken each morning by 
members of the school staff wearing PPE and using a touchless scan thermometer 
prior to entering the school campus through two checkpoints.  Please see the full 
plan for more detailed information. 

 
3) Health and medical guidelines for coming to school: 

a) Anyone exhibiting symptoms of COVID-19, per CDC guidelines, should not 
report to work/school, but should seek medical consultation.  

i) If after seeking medical consultation the person is determined to be 
noninfectious, the person will request that the doctor provide a 
note declaring they are cleared to return to work/school and 
provide that note to the school. 

b) Anyone who tests positive for COVID-19 should follow their physician's 
and CDC instructions, including quarantine. Once they are no longer 
infectious and their physician releases them back to work and school, they 
should request a physician's note stating that they are no longer infectious 
and that they may return to work or school. This note must be submitted 
to their supervisor/principal. 

c) If someone in the employee/volunteer/student’s immediate household 
tests positive for COVID-19, then a 14 day self-quarantine and/or testing 
will be necessary. The individual may not return to work or school until 14 
days from last occurrence of close contact with the infected household 
member or receipt of negative test results, whichever occurs first. However, 
if the individual has repeated, close contact with the infected household 
member (because isolation is not possible), the individual cannot return 
until the household member is cleared. Appropriate documentation will be 
required.  
 

4) Assumption of Risk and Waiver of Liability Relating to COVID-19: 
a) All families who wish for their students to return to full-day on-campus 

learning must complete a risk and liability waiver for the Diocese of Palm 
Beach.  In order to simplify this process for our families, JCHS has created 
the GoogleForm linked below for parents to sign electronically.  

i) https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbl2mOoX4dnoGxoX
vVYfBhtmtKKLOQUZ0sOpj3arIXG6IAMA/viewform?usp=sf_link 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbl2mOoX4dnoGxoXvVYfBhtmtKKLOQUZ0sOpj3arIXG6IAMA/viewform?usp=sf_link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbl2mOoX4dnoGxoXvVYfBhtmtKKLOQUZ0sOpj3arIXG6IAMA/viewform?usp=sf_link


ii) This form must be completed by August 7, 2020 in order for your 
student to be permitted to return to campus on the first day of 
school. If you have any questions or concerns about this waiver, 
please contact Mr. Michael Bryk at mbryk@johncarrollhigh.com.  

 
  

JCHS-specific measures and protocols for reopening: 
 

1) Increased cleaning and sanitation measures 
a) Equipment and Supplies: In partnership with HG Commercial Cleaning 

Company, John Carroll High School purchases and uses cleaning and 
disinfecting products that are EPA-approved and CDC-recommended for 
use against the virus that causes COVID-19. 

i) Electrostatic sprayer: For enhanced sanitation and disinfecting 
purposes, JCHS purchased a Victory Innovations cordless 
electrostatic sprayer through the Diocese of Palm Beach. This 
sprayer will be used after hours to disinfect all classroom surfaces 
and additional areas throughout the school building. 

 
b) Offices, classrooms, including student desks, electronic equipment, 

handles, railings, light switches, buses, and common areas, will be cleaned 
frequently and thoroughly. For more information or specifics, please see 
the school’s Return to School plan on our website.  
 

2)    Increased opportunities for personal hygiene and sanitation: 
a) Hand-sanitizing dispenser stations, time for hand-washing, and increased 

training on healthy hygiene practices will be implemented during the 
return to school process.  

 
3) Changes to lunchtime procedures 

a) JCHS strongly recommends that students bring their lunch from home. 
b) JCHS will offer a limited menu for purchasing lunch items on campus. 

i) Students who need to purchase lunch from the school will be 
required to pre-order their boxed lunches for the week by Friday 
morning of the previous week through the use of a web-based form. 

ii) All pre-ordered lunches will be pre-paid through Renweb in order 
to limit/eliminate person-to-person transactions during lunch. 

c) JCHS will work to reduce the number of students assigned to each lunch 
period by considering additional lunch periods and changes to the daily 
schedule in order to limit student exposure while eating lunch. 

i) JCHS will maximize outside space as much as possible for student 
seating during lunch to increase options for social distancing. 

 
4) At-Home/Innovative Learning option for students/families with underlying 

medical conditions 
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a) If a student or a family member within the student’s household has an 
underlying medical condition or is medically vulnerable, they may wish to 
apply for At-Home / Innovative Learning.  

b) At-Home / Innovative Learning requires a family’s support of and a 
student’s commitment to synchronous learning at home each day by 
logging into every class and completing assignments as if the student were 
at school.  

c) At-Home / Innovative Learning is a quarter-long commitment, which will 
be reevaluated at the end of each quarter by the school and the family. 

d) All requests for At Home / Innovative Learning must be submitted to and 
approved by Mrs. Heroux. If you would like access to the At-Home / 
Innovative Learning Request Form, please email our office manager Mrs. 
Jess Krueger at jkrueger@johncarrollhigh.com starting on Monday, July 20 
to have this request form sent to you.  You must then complete the form 
and submit it to Mrs. Krueger who will present each of them to Mrs. 
Heroux for approval. All requests must be submitted by August 1. 

e) Students who are attending JCHS “brick and mortar” school and need to 
stay home for a day or two may also utilize the Innovative Learning option 
if they are physically able, so as to not miss valuable class time.  

 
5) Extracurriculars and Athletics: 

a) All meetings for clubs/gatherings for the time being will be held virtually 
on Zoom, Google Meets, etc.  

b) Furthermore, JCHS will follow the guidelines and recommendations of the 
FHSAA regarding all athletic practices, events, and competitions. The 
school’s policies will be amended to match the most up-to-date state 
decisions.  At the time of this letter, the FHSAA has not yet released their 
guidelines and recommendations for fall sports. 

 
In summary: 
 
❖ Appropriate, non-distracting facial coverings must be worn by students, faculty and staff, 

and any visitor to JCHS 
❖ Temperature checks conducted daily; please keep students home who are not feeling well 
❖ Increased cleaning and sanitation of school 
❖ Increased opportunities for student handwashing, sanitation, and training 
❖ Students are encouraged to bring their lunches from home; some limited options will be 

available for pre-purchase only 
➢ During lunchtime, outdoor spaces will be utilized as much as possible, and all 

lunch orders will be packaged individually and pre-ordered. 
❖ Families and/or students who are medically vulnerable may apply for At-Home / 

Innovative Learning, which is a synchronous learning option where a student logs in to 
every class every day for at least a full quarter. 
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➢ Students who are absent for a day or two and physically able may log in and 
complete their daily school work through At-Home / Innovative Learning.  

❖ Club activities will be conducted via Zoom for the first quarter due to the additional 
cleaning of classrooms and the school following the regular school day 

❖ JCHS will follow the recommendations of the FHSAA for all athletic activities. 
 
Please bear with us; we are continually updating this plan based on current circumstances. It is 
important to note that JCHS’ Return to School Plan will remain fluid and subject to change over 
the next few weeks. The school administration, along with the Diocese of Palm Beach, continues 
to monitor the rise in local cases and confirmed COVID-19 cases across the state of Florida. We 
ask for your understanding and flexibility, as these plans will inevitably evolve over time.  We are 
committed to keeping you updated if additional changes or decisions are made at the school level.  
 
We are so grateful for your support and understanding over these past few months.  We are truly 
living in unprecedented times and taking this process day-by-day, always focused on our students’ 
and staff’s safety, well-being, and education.  We ask for your continued prayers for our state and 
local leadership, as well as for wisdom and guidance as we work hard to make the best decisions 
for our JCHS community. May we continue to trust in God’s providence and grace as we look 
ahead in hope. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Rev. Thomas Barrett, President Mrs. Corey Heroux, Principal  

 
 


