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FORT PIERCE – John Carroll High
School is happy to announce that its
senior class volunteered at six local
nonprofit organizations during their an-
nual senior retreat, with this year being
a day of service to the local community. 

John Carroll seniors and faculty and
staff members were divided into six
groups to volunteer with the Treasure
Coast Food Bank, United Against Pover-
ty St. Lucie County, Mustard Seed Min-
istries, Heathcote Botanical Gardens,
St. Anastasia Catholic School, and the
effort against homelessness with St.
Anastasia Catholic Church. 

“Our goal is to connect students to
service that is meaningful to them, so
they learn to appreciate who and why
they serve,” said Jennie Capezza, John
Carroll director of campus ministry. “We
are beginning to see a shift in culture
and mindset as students identify with
the types of service that bring them ful-
fillment and joy.” 

Students at the Treasure Coast Food
Bank, United Against Poverty, and Mus-
tard Seed Ministries assisted with
stocking and organizing the shelves in
their warehouses and storage rooms.
Seniors at the Heathcote Botanical Gar-
dens cleaned the grounds and land-
scaped, while volunteers at St. Anasta-
sia School volunteered in Mrs. Spring-
steen's fifth grade classroom and helped
spread mulch in the flower beds sur-
rounding the school. Seniors assisting
United Against Poverty volunteer Ms.
Monica Bratley at St. Anastasia Catholic
Church used recycled plastic bags to
make pillows and bed mats for the
homeless in our community. 

“My senior retreat was so much fun. I
went to Heathcote Botanical Gardens
and helped plant and clean the gardens.
I was very grateful to give back and help
out in any way I could,” said Cayli Russo,
a John Carroll senior. “The day showed
me how truly blessed I am to be a part of
such an amazing community. I am also
very grateful for everyone who pitched
in to make this senior retreat so memo-
rable.” 

Visit johncarrollhigh.com or call 772-
464-5200 for more information about
John Carroll High School. “Like” John
Carroll on Facebook, follow on Twitter
@JohnCarrollHS and follow on Insta-
gram @johncarrollhighschool.
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The group at Heathcote Botanical Gardens cleaned the grounds and landscaped. PHOTOS CONTRIBUTED BY JENNIE CAPEZZA

The group St. Anastasia Catholic Church assisted with
efforts against homelessness.

Another group at St. Anastasia School volunteered in Mrs.
Springsteen's fifth grade classroom.

The group at Mustard Seed Ministries assisted with
stocking and organizing shelves.

Volunteers at the Treasure Coast Food Bank assisted with
stocking and organizing shelves.

ST. LUCIE COUNTY – St. Lucie Coun-
ty’s Animal Safety Division is now oper-
ating its own animal shelter off Midway
Road. Animals impounded by St. Lucie
County’s Animal Safety staff will be
temporarily housed at the county’s new
shelter, located behind the Midway Vet-
erinary Hospital at 3404 West Midway
Road, while they attempt to reconnect
lost pets with their owners. 

Animals picked up by St. Lucie Coun-
ty’s Animal Services will be held at the
facility on a five-day stray hold before
being transferred to various partnering
rescues and/or adoption facilities. Im-
ages of the lost dogs and cats housed in
St. Lucie County’s shelter are posted on-
line at www.stlucieco.gov/lostpets. 

The shelter lobby will be open by ap-
pointment for the public to pick up their
lost pets, surrender animals and/or reg-
ister their pets with the county. The
public hours will be Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, Friday and Saturday from 8
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. and Wednesday from 8

a.m. to 5:30 p.m. The facility will be
closed daily from 1 p.m. to 2 p.m. To
schedule an appointment call 772-462-
8120 during regular business hours.
Residents wanting to reclaim or surren-

der their pets are should contact the An-
imal Safety Division during normal
business hours. Emergencies outside of
regular business hours are encouraged
to call 911 or 772-465-5770. There are

three different animal control agencies
in St. Lucie County, so calling to double
check your jurisdiction will help get you
to the correct agency. 

St. Lucie County purchased the
three-acre site in December and has
been making renovations to the facili-
ties to better accommodate staff, sur-
rendered animals and the general pub-
lic. Dr. Brett Adams will continue to op-
erate his veterinarian practice, leasing
space from St. Lucie County, while also
providing medical services to the coun-
ty’s shelter. St. Lucie County staff has
spent the past few months adding addi-
tional fencing, making ADA improve-
ments and removing invasive plants.
Plans are underway to add landscaping
to the property. 

St. Lucie County’s shelter features 40
indoor kennels and outdoor exercise
areas with plans to add 24 additional
kennels in the future with extra outdoor
exercise areas. 

For more information about St. Lucie
County’s Animal Safety Division visit:
https://www.stlucieco.gov/depart-
ments-and-services/public-safety/ani-
mal-safety-service-protection.
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FORT PIERCE – In partnership with
the St. Lucie Cultural Alliance, ART (Area
Regional Transit) recently unveiled the
images from 10 area artists, including six
students, whose works will soon be dis-
played on St. Lucie County’s public
transportation vans and buses. 

St. Lucie County’s Transit Division is
rebranding its transportation system to
ART (Area Regional Transit) with a focus
on incorporating local artists’ work on its
vehicles. The five-member selection
committee reviewed 97 different works
from 49 regional artists. Each artist was

allowed to submit up to three images for
consideration. 

The artists selected for the second
phase of this project include student art-

ists: Adis Whitten of Port St. Lucie, Hai-
dyn Musselman of Fort Pierce, Lillianna
Gitler of Port St. Lucie, Daniella SanJuan
of Fort Pierce, Rayley Sheltra of Fort

Pierce and Amelia Sides of Port St. Lucie,
as well as professional artists: Amber
Moran of Hobe Sound, Danielle Biglin of
Fort Pierce, Caroline Frederiksen of Port
St. Lucie and Jane Baldridge of Stuart. 

Beginning in late May/early June, im-
ages of these artists’ work will soon be
wrapped into the design of the new buses
and vans that are part of the ART fleet. All
of the artists also receive a $500 stipend
for their work. Administered by St. Lucie
County’s Transit Division, ART is a fare-
free, award-winning public transit sys-
tem serving the cities of Fort Pierce, Port
St. Lucie, St. Lucie Village, and the unin-
corporated areas of St. Lucie County. To
learn more, visit www.slcart.org or 772-
462-1778.
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In partnership with the St.
Lucie Cultural Alliance,
ART (Area Regional
Transit) recently unveiled
the images from 10 area
artists, including six
students, whose works
will soon be displayed on
St. Lucie County’s public
transportation vans and
buses. CONTRIBUTED FROM ST.

LUCIE COUNTY


