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 FORT PIERCE -  Former football/baseball player Tim 
Tebow would be proud of the Treasure Coast and its  
dedication to his Foundation’s Night to Shine. A       
complimentary prom-style extravaganza for special 
needs individuals ages 14 and up, Night to Shine        
provides an opportunity to shower them with love and 
attention and to allow them to experience an evening of 

fun they will never forget!  

Back in person for the first time since 2020, participants 
and volunteers were equally excited.  Over 275 guests 
and 410 volunteers filled the elegantly decorated Fenn 
Center in Fort Pierce in February to Shine the Night 
Away. 

As guests arrived, they received a welcome flower and, if 

desired, received a shoe shine, a make-over, hair styling, 

and posed for a photograph to take home.   The         

pampering continued as they strolled into the main area 

via an official red carpet, where they stopped to sign    

autographs and smiled as onlookers waved pom poms 

and cheered them on! 

Guests also enjoyed limo rides throughout the parking 

area. An iconic moment of this event each year is the 

crowning ceremony when each buddy places a crown or 

tiara on their companion naming them the King or the 

Queen of the ‘prom.’   



FORT PIERCE -  More than 200 guests attended the 4th 
Annual St. Anastasia Catholic Church & School Annual 
Building on Faith Gala on February 3rd at the Riverwalk 
Center in Fort Pierce. 
 
The evening celebrated "The Greatest Love Story," John 
3:16, by bringing together the Parish and school’s family 
and friends to benefit the oldest Catholic Church in St. 
Lucie County. 
 
Guests arrived at the elegantly decorated venue wearing 
pink and red for a night of fellowship, exquisite cuisine, 
auctions, and memorable presentations overlooking the 
Indian River Lagoon, thanks to presenting sponsors The 
Gratitude Fund and Breakers West Ranch. 
 
Father Daniel Daza-Jaller, Director of Vocations and 
Seminarians for the Diocese of Palm Beach, joined     
Father Jacob Edwin and Father Paul  Vincent to open the 
evening in prayer and remind attendees that God's love is 
perfect, steadfast and unchanging. 
 
Guests watched students from the school's media       
program collaborate with journalists from WPBF to 
share their love stories and heard from John Carroll 
Catholic High School Student Government President 
Kate Lewis about her life-changing experience at St.   
Anastasia School. 
 
And as guests feasted on food and spirits from Huck's 
Catering and Southern Eagle Distributing, they received  

(Above) Father Jacob Edwin thanks Jeanie Lettner, for her years of 

service to the church at the 4th Annual St. Anastasia Catholic Church 

& School Building on Faith Gala. 

(Below) Father Daniel Daza-Jaller addresses the crowd at the 

4th Annual St. Anastasia Catholic Church & School Building on 

Faith Gala.  

a surprise video message from the Church's Pastor,     
Father Richard George, from his sabbatical in Grand 
Isles, Louisiana.  “The Greatest Love Story is being able 
to tell others who Jesus Christ is,” Father George said. 
“That’s the mission of St. Anastasia Church & School.” 
 
The evening ended with a silent and live auction of some 
of the best treats on the Treasure Coast, and because of 
the generosity of guests and donors, the Church & 
School raised over $200,000. "The community of St. An-
astasia Catholic Church & School has been showered by 
abundant blessings through our generous gala sponsors 
and supporters,” said Melanie Wiles, the church’s       
Director of Development. 

For more than a century, St. Anastasia Catholic Church 

has served the faithful of the Fort Pierce Community by 

building Disciples of Christ from maternity to eternity. 

For more information visit www.stanastaischurch.org. 

http://www.stanastaischurch.org/


FORT PIERCE – John Carroll High School National 
BETA Club students were recognized at the state con-
vention held in Orlando in late January. 

Team Captain and junior Jackie Milles, sophomore     
Saribel Martin, and freshman Christ Simon won the 
Character Performance category, and Junior Riley But-
terfield won an academic award in science. Both awards 
qualified the students to compete at the upcoming       
National BETA Convention in Louisville, Kentucky. 

Students who received accolades include junior Jesse 

Priest for her tap dance solo; junior Paola Jean Simon for 

speech; freshman Isabella Amaro Altidor in the visual 

arts sculpture category; and engineering team members 

freshmen Isabella Amaro Altido and Emma Dooley and 

sophomores Nicholas Griffis, Meeval Naliyath, and 

Chloe Yang. 

“I saw the opportunity to bring enrichment to John 
Carroll High School,” said Dr. Shannon Rennaker, John 
Carroll High School Director of Academic Affairs and 
College Planning and club sponsor. “I love the National 
BETA Club because it not only gives students 
recognition for their academic scholarship, but it lets 
them compete with one another and other students across 
the state and nation. We are looking forward to hosting a 
BETA fair in the fall to invite surrounding schools to 
compete in visual arts, performing arts, poetry and 
engineering.” 

National BETA Club is the largest educational youth 
nonprofit in the United States, preparing students to 
become tomorrow’s leaders for more than 80 years. John 
Carroll initiated a charter with the National BETA Club 
in the summer of 2023 and was awarded a School of 
Merit title for meeting expectations of enrollment with a 
first-year membership of 59 students. The four core 
values in its mission statement include achievement, 
character, leadership and service, aligning closely with 
John Carroll’s core values, which are smile, persevere, 
encourage, listen and love. 

”I am so excited about the addition of BETA Club to our 

school campus,” said Corey Heroux, John Carroll High 

School principal. “I am grateful to Dr. Rennaker for her 

leadership of this group and am so proud of our student 

participants. I look forward to seeing all that BETA 

brings to John Carroll and its students in the future!  

About John Carroll High School 

John Carroll High School is located in Fort Pierce, 

Florida, and strives to inspire, foster, develop, and affirm 

the young people entrusted to its care. It serves its 

students, alumni, families and the community at large. 

Rev. Thomas E. Barrett is president and Mrs. Corey 

Heroux is the principal. For more information about John 

Carroll High School, please visit johncarrollhigh.com or 

call 772-462-5200. “Like” John Carroll on Facebook, 

follow on Twitter @JohnCarrollHS and follow on 

Instagram @johncarrollhighschool. 

John Carroll High School BETA Club members, pictured with club 

sponsor and John Carroll Director of Academic Affairs and College 

Planning Dr. Shannon Rennaker, received many accolades at the 

BETA state convention held in Orlando on Jan. 27 and 28, 2023.  



PORT ST. LUCIE - The Iraq and Afghanistan War    
Memorial Foundation (IAWMF) needs your financial 
support to build a monument in Port St. Lucie that will 
honor Floridians killed during the Global War on      
Terrorism.  

In September 2022, city leaders approved plans to    
construct the six-foot monument to accompany the    
existing WWII, Korean, Vietnam, Purple Heart, and 
Gold Star Family Memorials at Veterans Park.  

The India Black Granite Monument, similar to the     
Vietnam Wall in Washington D.C., will be the first    
Memorial in the state dedicated to the 355 Florida      
service members killed during the Iraq and Afghanistan 
Wars. 

The all-volunteer non-profit organization IAWMF hopes 
to complete the Memorial by the end of the year but 
needs to raise $50,000 to do so. National Commanders 
from the Veterans of Foreign Wars, American Legion, 
AMVETS and Disabled American Veterans, and a host 
of retired generals are all rallying behind IAWMF in 
support of the cause. 

IAWMF Founder Steve Udovich, a retired Army       

Infantry Officer and Iraq War Veteran, decided to        
construct the Memorial in Port St. Lucie after       
surveying over 50 locations because of the city’s 
overwhelming support of veterans. “There’s no    
better place in Florida to honor the ultimate sacrifice 
of our heroes than Port St. Lucie,” Udovich told The 
St. Lucie Post. “The city has a deep respect for       
veterans and reverence for the fallen and their survi-
vors.” 

And when the monument is complete and the       
Memorial is dedicated, the name of Port St. Lucie’s 
own Ian Zook, a United States Marine Corporal 
killed in Iraq, will live forever in his hometown.  









Tactical Experience instructors from the St. Lucie, Okeechobee and 
Martin County Sheriff’s Offices.  

 
OKEECHOBEE - Three local sheriff’s teams and three 
teams of veterans were among the 192 participants on 
the course at the Seventh Annual Sporting Clay      
Tournament held on   Saturday, February 25th at OK 
Corral Gun Club in Okeechobee to benefit Treasure 
Coast Hospice. 
 
St. Lucie, Martin and Okeechobee Sheriffs’ Offices each 
entered a team, sponsored by community businesses, 
that competed for the first ever Treasure Coast Hospice 
Sheriff’s Cup, sponsored by SPI-Armor. The St. Lucie 
County Sheriff’s Office Team, comprised of Lt. Robert 
Pettit, Sgt. Benjamin Cuevas, III, and Deputies Troy 
Schlicht and Ethan Kirk, sponsored by HBK CPAs & 
Consultants/HBKS Wealth Advisors, brought home the 
trophy. 
 
Deputy Noah Wenrick from the Okeechobee County 
Sheriff’s Office received the Top Gun Award, sponsored 
by Commonwealth Ammunition, for the highest scoring 
sheriff. The Okeechobee team was sponsored by Adron 
Fence Co. The Martin County team was sponsored by 
Martin Funeral Home and Crematory. 
 
Martin Funeral Home also sponsored a team of Treasure 
Coast Hospice Veteran-to-Veteran volunteers. Southern 
Eagle Distributing sponsored a team from DDS4Vets 
and Michael Lazarus hosted a team of local Vietnam 
Veterans. All six teams were given the royal treatment 
working through the course in golf carts decked out to 
honor each for their service to our community and  

country. 
“We are grateful for the sacrifice made by our veterans 
and sheriffs every day to protect and keep us safe,” said 
event coordinator Agnes Palmer, manager of philan-
thropic partnerships at Treasure Coast Hospice. “It was 
an honor to be able to have them participate in the event 
because of the generosity of local businesses.” 
 
Saturday’s tournament was part of a two-day experience 
to raise funds for hospice and grief support services   
offered by Treasure Coast Hospice. Friday, under the 
direction of Cuevas and Schlicht, instructors from all 
three sheriffs’ offices led the tactical training experience  

 
Shown with Treasure Coast Hospice veteran volunteer Wayne  
Hanners, Angel Robertson from Congressman Brian Mast’s office 
stopped by to deliver a thank you to the veterans and sheriffs. 

  
portion of the event. Guests rotated between seven     
stations trying their hand at pistol accuracy, rifle        
manipulation, active shooter scenarios and more. 








